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Outbreak Group and Plenary Discussions  
Summary 

 

Three groups were formed to discuss the topics of temperature and precipitation extreme events as 
well as sea level and storm surges. The groups had been given some questions as guidelines for the 
discussion. Please find the detailed outbreak working group notes including the names of 
participating colleagues below. 

In the following plenary discussion, several topics were highlighted with direct relevance for the 
future processing of this topic under Baltic Earth: 

• The term “extreme events” is suggested to be substituted by the more concrete “high impact 
events” 

• The topics of high impact events of temperature and precipitation should be dealt with 
together as the phenomena and impacts are strongly interrelated 

• One or more review papers on something like “Meteorological high impact events in the 
Baltic Sea region” is a desirable output of this community and should be followed. The 
concrete scope of the work will need to be specified. 

• Databases on high impact events should be identified and analyzed, monthly means are not 
sufficient; e.g. a list/inventory of the “50 strongest high impact events in the Baltic Sea 
region” 

• joint effort of different countries to produce such a data base; also digitization and 
availability of data 

• Existing data bases of this type to be checked 
• Interdisciplinarity to be extended, involve scientists of different fields but also the impact, 

adaptation, planning communities 



 

The next steps would be the identification of a writing team for the suggested review paper(s). This 
group could, based on the brainstorming effort of this workshop, also formulate the contribution to 
the Baltic Earth Science Plan which is due in June 2014. 

 

Draft Summary: Marcus Reckermann, 14 Feb 2014
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